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teeth, but the ever useful father's sister is called in (really that
pushing lady must lead a bustling life!) if there is any diffi-
culty, to rub the child's jaw till the teeth come through*
The first time that a child attends school is an important
occasion. To begin with, it is extremely inauspicious to send
a child in his sixth year; so, if he has not begun to go in his
fifth (which is rather early for the pursuit of knowledge), he
must wait till he is seven, which will make him rather back-
ward. The difficulty is often surmounted by sending a child
to school, if only for a day, when he is five, and then, the initial
step having been taken, he can continue his studies in his
sixth year without the fear of ill luck dogging him.
The Nagara community seem to make more of the Beginning
of Knowledge than any of the other Brahmans. With them
the parent gives the boy a tiny silver slate and a minute gold
pen, the silver slate being carefully covered with red powder.
The family priest writes Sri (i. e. Laksmi) on the slate, and
the child repeats the word three times. According to the
Scriptures, the priest should write on the slate in Sanskrit
fi Salutation to Ganesa,
Salutation to Siddha,
Salutation to Sarasvatr,
and the child should write over this with his pencil, but as
a matter of fact this is seldom done in modern times.
The boy goes to the school and presents the slate and pencil
to the master, together with a coco-nut* An old custom,
seldom carried out now, was that he should also give the
master a turban.
If the parents of the new boy are very rich, he is sometimes
taken in a regular procession through the streets, and sweets
are distributed amongst all the other pupils, and arrived at the
school, he worships the master and some pens and ink.
With ordinary Brahmans nowadays the child generally has
neither silver slate nor procession, but just goes quietly to
school, where he gives the Head sugar and a coco-nut.